
London Rioting Uneasily
Close to Stamford Hill

NEW YORK (AP) – Stocks are
plummeting at the close after
anxiety overtook investors on
the first trading day since
Standard & Poor’s downgraded
American debt.

The Dow Jones industrials
closed down 634 points, or 5.5
percent, to 10,809 yesterday. It
was the first time the Dow fell
below 11,000 since November
and its biggest one-day point
drop since December 2008.

The S&P 500 is closing down
79 or 6.7 percent, at 1,119.46.
The Nasdaq is down 174.72, or
6.9 percent, at 2,357.69. More
than 69 stocks fell for every
one that rose on the New York
Stock Exchange. Trading vol-
ume was heavy at 9.7 billion
shares.

Credit ratings for some of
the main arteries of the U.S.
financial system — from clear-
ing houses to government
mortgage agencies — were cut

one notch to AA-plus by
Standard & Poor’s Ratings
Services on Monday.

As expected, S&P cut by one
notch to AA-plus the ratings of
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac,
the two government-spon-
sored enterprises that are cen-
tral to the U.S. residential
mortgage market. 

Meanwhile, President
Barack Obama yesterday
essentially dismissed the first-
ever downgrade of the U.S.
credit rating, trying to reassure
investors and the public that
the nation’s leaders need only
show more “common sense and
compromise” to tame a stag-
gering accumulation of debt.

In his first public comments
on the credit downgrade,
which S&P announced late
Friday, Obama said
Washington had the power to
fix its own political dysfunc-
tion.

“Markets will rise and fall,”
he said. “But this is the United
States of America. No matter
what some agency may say,
we’ve always been and always
will be a triple-A country.”
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After the destruction of the Beis
Hamikdash, the Ribbono shel Olam
instructed Yirmiyahu Hanavi to sum-
mon Avraham Avinu, Yitzchak Avinu,
Yaakov Avinu and Moshe Rabbeinu,
for “they know how to cry…”

The Midrash (Pesichta D’Eichah)
describes at length how Avraham
Avinu went to plead on behalf of his
descendants, asking Hashem why
they were driven from their land,
handed over to the foreign nations,
and killed in cruel and unusual ways.
He asked why the Beis Hamikdash,
which he pointed out was built on the
spot where “I brought my son
Yitzchak up as an olah,” was
destroyed.

In Whose
Zechus Will We
Return Home?

Continued on page 10

EDITORIAL

BY YOCHONON DONN

LONDON – A non-Jewish man was
stabbed in front of the Bobover
beis medrash in Stamford Hill late
yesterday afternoon, as the
Jewish community eyes warily
the uncontrolled riots taking
place minutes away.

Police formed a tight cordon
around Stamford Hill, the heart of
London’s Jewish community, to
protect it from the unrest by black
youths in neighboring Tottenham.
But a nearby street, which is home
to the community’s major shop-
ping center, was looted in Britain’s
worst rioting in 25 years.

Aron Nezri, a London busi-
nessman, told Hamodia that he
feels like he is “near a crime
scene.”

“About four to five minutes
ago,” Rabbi Nezri said, “I hear
[rioters] outside my house in the
street. They jumped into a car,
four of them, they turned the car
around and ran off. Three minutes
later we hear that a woman was
stabbed. They stabbed her and
they ran off.”

It was later learned that the
stabbing victim was a man.

Rabbi Nezri said that the
Jewish community is nervously

watching as events play out, espe-
cially since police do not have
things under control. While Jews
are not afraid to appear in public,
rumors, mostly false, were
swirling the entire day that the
rioting has reached different parts
of Stamford Hill.

Police arrested more suspects
yesterday as the riots entered its
third day, bringing the total arrest-
ed to 215.

Rabbi Nezri said that blacks
entered a non-Jewish shop in his
area, wantonly destroyed mer-
chandise and left.

Copycat riots spread to the
leafy suburb of Enfield, a few
miles north; Walthamstow in
northeast London, where police
said 30 youths vandalized and
looted shops; and the busy shop-
ping and tourist district at Oxford
Circus, where about 50 people
damaged property.

Marcia Simmons, 37, who has
lived in the diverse and gritty
north London neighborhood all
her life, despaired for the future of
the community.

“We are the ones who have to
live here now,” Simmons said. “My
son was terrified. He slept in my
bed. ... Why would anyone want to
open a business here?”

BY AVRAHAM WEISSMAN

NEW YORK – Jonathan Pollard
spent Erev Tishah B’Av — his 57th
birthday — in a North Carolina
prison cell, desperately ill with
food poisoning.

Pollard, who underwent emer-
gency surgery last week, was in
excruciating agony after the prison
medical staff — despite written
instructions from the civilian doc-
tor who performed the surgery —
refused to give him pain medica-
tion, or post-op care.

In a conversation with
Hamodia, Jonathan’s wife, Mrs.
Esther Pollard, indicated that her
husband’s pain was so bad that
prison staff (not associated with
the prison health services) inter-
vened to advocate for her husband
with the prison medical staff to
obtain medication for him.
Unfortunately the one dose of pain
medication that he was given was
not dispensed appropriately and
caused a bad reaction. 

Klal Yisrael is asked to continue
to daven for Yehonoson Ben
Malkah.
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Pollard’s
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